
 

PRESS RELEASE – June 3, 2021 

 

In light of the recent discovery of the 215 Indigenous Children found in a mass grave in Kamloops Indian 
Residential School, British Columbia, Ganohkwasra Family Assault Support Services sends our love and 
prayers to each of the babies that never made it home from this institution.  We pray their spirits can be 
released now and find their way home.   We also send our love and prayers to their family members who 
have been waiting for their children to return or were forced to live wondering where their children were 
or what ever became of them.   

As Onkwehon:we people this wakes up a deep wound within the heart of each of us that is filled with 
profound emotion such as anger, rage, hurt, fear, sadness and grief.  One can’t help but wonder about 
the children who never returned home from the Mohawk Institute or Mush Hole, located in Brantford.   
We have all heard many tragic lived experiences of trauma from family members who are residential 
school survivors who have been talking about this for generations.  Canada, were you not listening?    The 
discovery at the Kamloops Indian Residential School makes one wonder about the grounds of the Mohawk 
Institute or Mush Hole.   

The fact that our most innocent, helpless and vulnerable among us were targeted for extermination, is a 
painful reality.  We cannot say this is a part of Canadian HISTORY because to say history implies systemic 
racism is somehow over when in fact it is not.   Today we still struggle with various systems that oppress 
our Indigenous women, men and children.  Systemic racism remains alive and well in Canada today, 
therefore, this is not a past phenomena.  The fact that a so called education system could get away with 
hiding the deaths of 215 Indigenous children for all these years is a glaring example of systemic racism.   
While Canada talks about reconciliation, we as Indigenous people know there are still revelations that 
need to occur.  Canada and Canadians alike still have not seen the depths and truth of the genocidal 
practises against Indigenous People.   

One thing is known for sure, regardless of nation, clan or where these 215 children were born, they are 
OUR children.  They deserved to live full lives and have children of their own one day.  We grieve not only 
the loss of the 215 children, but also the loss of the children and grandchildren who were not born.    

Being organized as a safe community event during a global pandemic, on Friday, June 4th, we invite our 
Six Nations of the Grand River community members and anyone wishing to stand with us, to wear an 
Orange T-Shirt and at 2:15 pm we ask for a moment of silence to remember all OUR children who did not 
make it home.  Feel free to complete the moment of silence with your own personal prayer or smudging 
of medicines.   

At Ganohkwasra Family Assault Support Services, we stand in unity for the safety of OUR children.      


